
Op Garradh –REPORT 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

About 9am hours on Friday 29 November 2019, at a house in Glasgow, officers of 

Police Scotland used a baton and discharged PAVA irritant spray on three occasions 

at a 49 year old man, during a violent domestic incident in which the man assaulted 

his former partner, brandished a chisel and made threats to kill police officers.  

 

The incident began shortly before when the man’s then partner telephoned 999 to 

request police assistance, reporting that the man was behaving aggressively and had 

mental health issues. When officers arrived at the house they met the woman outside, 

who informed them that the man was in possession of a large masonry chisel. The 

officers and  woman entered the house and found the man within the living room.  

 

The man made verbal threats to kill the officers and brandished the chisel at them. 

The officers left the house, taking the woman to safety, and requested additional 

officers attend to assist. A short time later several officers attended outside the house, 

where they were briefed by the initial attending officers. While the initial attending 

officers were distracted briefing their arriving colleagues, the woman walked back into 

the house closing the main door which was then locked from inside. 

 

The officers then heard shouting and screaming coming from behind the front door, 

which contained a frosted glass panel. Officers could make out the woman being 

threatened by the man with the chisel whilst she shouted for help and the man refused 

to open the door.  

 

The Officers then decided to force entry to the house by breaking open the door, which 

resulted in the glass panel being broken. The man who was behind the door had PAVA 

discharged at him on three occasions and he was also struck on the head with a police 

baton. 

 

The man dropped the chisel and appeared to suffer the effects of the PAVA spray 

and stood back from the door allowing the woman to unlock the door and allow 

access to police. The man was arrested and handcuffed.        

 

REFERRAL TO THE PIRC 

 

Police Scotland referred the incident to the PIRC on 2 December 2019 in terms of 

the Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2006 as amended, and 

the Police Investigations and Review Commissioner (Investigations, Serious 

Incidents and Specified weapons) regulations 2013. Under the Act, all incidents of 



Police Scotland’s use of firearms, including the discharge of PAVA, must be referred 

to the PIRC for independent assessment. 

 

PIRC INVESTIGATION 

 

The PIRC undertook an investigation into the incident to determine if the discharge 

of the PAVA spray was necessary, proportionate and justified in the circumstances.  

 

During the course of the investigation, PIRC investigators obtained statements from 

police officers and independent civilian witnesses. They also obtained and examined 

copies of the STORM incident, PAVA Discharge Report, airwave radio transmissions 

and Police Scotland guidance documents. 

 

PIRC FINDINGS 

 

Following investigation the Commissioner finds that: 

 

 Officers attended a domestic incident and were confronted with a 49 year old 

man who was behaving aggressively, brandishing a large chisel towards the 

officers and threatening to kill them.       

      

 Officers acted correctly by removing the woman from a threatening situation 

and summoning assistance. 

        

 When the woman re-entered the house and was assaulted by the man, officers 

attempted to force open the front door breaking the glass door panel 

    

 The man was seen to assault the woman by seizing hold of her, throwing her 

against a wall and attempting to stab her with a weapon. Officers discharged 

PAVA spray at the man and struck him with a baton, causing him to drop the 

chisel and allowing the woman to unlock the door and officers entered and 

arrested the man.  

     

 In the circumstances the officers had no viable alternative actions to safeguard 

the woman and arrest the man.  

       

 The use of a baton and PAVA spray in the circumstances was proportionate, 

necessary and justified.    

 

No recommendations are made. 


