
 

  

 
 
 
07 April 2020 

FOI: 596 
 

Dear Applicant 
 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
 

Thank you for your request received under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 

2002 (FOISA).  The information requested was as follows: 

 

 The number of bin bags/liners (or packs/units of) purchased by the PIRC in each of 
the last three financial years (2019-20, 2018-19 and 2017-18). and how many of 
these were biodegradable. Please also provide the cost for each year. 

 

 The number of disposable cups (plastic, cardboard or otherwise) purchased by the 
PIRC in each of the last three financial years (2019-20, 2018-19 and 2017-18). 
Please also provide the cost for each year. 

 

 The number of litres of bottled water purchased by the PIRC in each of the last three 
financial years (2019-20, 2018-19 and 2017-18). Please also provide the cost for 
each year. 

 

 The number of plastic coffee stirrers purchased by the PIRC in each of the last three 
financial years (2019-20, 2018-19 and 2017-18). Please also provide the cost for 
each year. 

 

 The number of printer ink cartridges purchased by the PIRC in each of the last three 
financial years (2019-20, 2018-19 and 2017-18), and the number of printer cartridges 
recycled for each of those years. Please also provide the cost for each year. 

 

 The number of packs or sheets of paper (if packs, please specific how many sheets 
or the weight of a pack) purchased by the PIRC in each of the last three financial 
years (2019-20, 2018-19 and 2017-18). Please also provide the cost for each year. 

 

 

The PIRC has considered this as a request under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) 

Act 2002 (“FOISA”).  An application for information held by public authorities under 

section 1 of FOISA requires that a public authority release all information held, subject 

to any applicable exemptions.  Public authorities have twenty working days following the 



 

date of receipt of the request to respond to an applicant, and therefore, the deadline for 

response is 7 April 2020.  I will now address your queries in turn. 

 

The number of bin bags/liners (or packs/units of) purchased by the PIRC in each 

of the last three financial years (2019-20, 2018-19 and 2017-18). and how many of 

these were biodegradable. Please also provide the cost for each year. 

 

I can confirm we do not hold this information.  The provision of bin bags/liners is made 

within our contract with Servest for their services to clean our offices.  

 

The number of disposable cups (plastic, cardboard or otherwise) purchased by 

the PIRC in each of the last three financial years (2019-20, 2018-19 and 2017-18). 

Please also provide the cost for each year. 

 

We purchased 50 paper cups at a cost of £ 4.99 in 2017-18.  Since then we have 

purchased cups which can be washed and reused. 

 

The number of litres of bottled water purchased by the PIRC in each of the last 

three financial years (2019-20, 2018-19 and 2017-18). Please also provide the cost 

for each year. 

 

I can confirm we do not hold this information.  The PIRC does not purchase any bottled 

water.   

 

The number of plastic coffee stirrers purchased by the PIRC in each of the last 

three financial years (2019-20, 2018-19 and 2017-18). Please also provide the cost 

for each year. 

 

I can confirm we do not hold this information.  Whilst we were supplied with plastic stirrers 

along with other supplies when we purchased the coffee machine, we have not 

purchased any since that time. 

 

The number of printer ink cartridges purchased by the PIRC in each of the last 

three financial years (2019-20, 2018-19 and 2017-18), and the number of printer 

cartridges recycled for each of those years. Please also provide the cost for each 

year. 

 

I can confirm we do not hold this information.  Our contract with the photocopying 

company Ricoh is for the number of black and white or colour copies.  As part of the 

contract we are provided automatically with toner cartridges as these become required 

by the photocopier and therefore there is no separate spend on these which would allow 

us to provide this information to you. 

 



 

The costs per year are as follows: 

 

2019-20 = £3,049.44  

2018-19 = £3,426.72 and 1x printer cartridge- £59.99* 

2017-18 = £2,745.08 and 2x printer cartridge- £111.48* 

 

* the additional printer cartridges are for small desk top printers out with the main 

networked photocopier/scanner/printers. 

 

We recycle all our print cartridges, as with our shredded paper to a local employment 

project. 

 

The number of packs or sheets of paper (if packs, please specific how many 

sheets or the weight of a pack) purchased by the PIRC in each of the last three 

financial years (2019-20, 2018-19 and 2017-18). Please also provide the cost for 

each year. 

 

I can confirm we hold this information.  The number of sheets, and resultant cost of paper 

for each of the 3 years queried is as follows: 

 

2019-20: 95,000 sheets at a cost of £391.15 

2018-19: 131,000 sheets at a cost of £539.61 

2017-18: 144,500 sheets at a cost of £471.15 

 

YOUR RIGHT TO REQUEST A REVIEW 

You have a right under FOISA to request a review of this decision. If you wish to exercise 

this right, you must do so within forty working days following the date of receipt of this 

decision.   Your request for a review must be in writing and you must specify your name 

and address for correspondence.  You must also identify the decision that you wish to 

be reviewed.  Should you wish to request a review, please address your request to: 

 

Police Investigations & Review Commissioner 

2nd Floor, Hamilton House 

Caird Park 

Hamilton 

ML3 0QA 

Email: informationrequests@pirc.gov.scot  

 

Your review will be undertaken by an individual not involved in the original decision 

making process. 

 

YOUR RIGHT OF APPEAL 

mailto:informationrequests@pirc.gov.scot


 

If you are dissatisfied with the outcome of a review, you have a right under the FOISA to 

appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner.  If you wish to do so, you must appeal 

to the Commissioner within six months following the date of receipt of the review notice.  

The Commissioner’s contact details are as follows: 

 

The Scottish Information Commissioner 

Kinburn Castle 

Doubledykes Road 

St Andrews 

Fife  

KY16 9DS  

Email: enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info  

Tel: 01334 464610 

 

http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/Appeal

ingtoCommissioner.aspx  

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Janice Carter 

Information Officer 

http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCommissioner.aspx
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCommissioner.aspx

