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REPORT: PIRC INVESTIGATION FINDINGS 

 
SERIOUS INJURY to the occupants of a motor car as a result of the Police pursuit of a 
stolen motor car. 
 
On Tuesday 25 July 2017 a  stolen motor car being pursued by a police car collided with two 
motor cars on Dornoch Road, Holytown. As a result three occupants of one of the motor cars 
struck by the stolen car sustained various injuries including a laceration to the head, whiplash 
burns and bruising. 
 
Circumstances leading to the PIRC investigation 
 
About 0722 hours on Tuesday 25 July 2017, Police Scotland received a report that two motor 
cars had been stolen overnight from the driveway of a house in the Carfin area of 
Lanarkshire. Police Scotland intelligence indicated that the suspects for the crimes were local 
to the area and that the stolen cars may head for Holytown. As a result, police officers (both 
Divisional and Roads Policing) were tasked with attending the area to look for and report any 
sightings of the cars. 
 
The Area Control Room (ACR) Sergeant decided that, should the cars be seen, he would not 
authorise any spontaneous pursuit of either car and this instruction was passed by radio to 
the police officers in the Holytown area. 
 
About 1110 hours two officers on patrol saw one of the stolen cars in the Holytown area and 
reported the sighting to the ACR.  ACR staff again told  the officers that ‘no pursuit was 
authorised’ and this instruction was acknowledged by the officers. 
 
Despite the instruction, the driver of the police car pursued the stolen car for a distance of 
approximately 0.4 miles, before it collided with a parked car and a car being driven in 
Dornoch Road, Holytown. There were four occupants in the car being driven in Dornoch 
Road one of whom was an eight week old baby. Three of the occupants of the car were 
taken to hospital and received treatment for injuries.The baby was not injured. 
 
The person driving the stolen car was arrested near the location of the collision and 
subsequently charged with a number of offences.  
 
Whilst the officers stated that they did not pursue the stolen car nor activate the blue lights or 
the klaxons on the police car during what they described as the ‘follow’, five independent 
witnesses and the driver of the stolen car contradict this and have stated that when they saw 
the police car the blue lights were activated. Three independent witnesses have also stated 
that, in their opinion, the police were ‘chasing’ the stolen car. 
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Under  the Police Public Order and Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2006 as amended and the 
Police Investigations & Review Commissioner (Investigations Procedure, Serious Incidents 
and Specified Weapons) Regulations 2013, the police must refer all serious incidents 
involving the police to the Police Investigations and Review Commissioner (PIRC) for 
independent assessment, which may result in an investigation. 
 
Police Scotland referred the incident to the PIRC. 
 
Findings and recommendations of the PIRC investigation 
 
As part of its enquiries, PIRC Investigators interviewed and obtained statements from 
members of the public police officers and staff. They examined police statements, airwave 
radio recordings, ARL (Automatic Resource Location) data, Command and Control (STORM) 
logs, Training records and standard operating procedures / guidance documents relevant to 
car pursuits. 
 
Following investigation, the PIRC  submitted a report to Police Scotland on 16 May 2018 and 
the following is a summary of the findings and recommendations. 
 
Findings:   
 

 On two occasions ACR staff instructed the police officers involved in this matter that 
no pursuit was authorised. However, on the second occasion, whilst the ACR 
Communications Officer advised the police driver that no pursuit was authorised, she 
also advised him to ‘monitor’ (the stolen car) from a safe distance. 

 

 The driver of the police car appears to have interpreted the ACR Communications 
Officer’s comments to ‘monitor’ the car from a safe distance as meaning that he could 
follow the car until the ACR directed traffic officers to the incident. 
 

 The driver of the police car had received training in procedures governing vehicle 
pursuits, as defined in Police Scotland Standard Operating Procedures and Manuals 
of Guidance and should have been aware that he was embarking on a ‘pursuit’. 
         

 The statements of the police officers, that they did not engage in a pursuit, are 
contradicted by independent witnesses.       
       

 The actions of the police driver in pursuing the stolen car influenced the behaviour of 
the driver of the stolen car and contributed to the collision. 

 

Recommendations to Police Scotland:  
 

1. The police driver receives further training in respect of ACPOS and Police Scotland’s 
vehicle pursuit policy and guidance. 
 

2. Police Scotland reinforce its current policy and procedure in respect of vehicle pursuits 
to officers. 
 

3. Police Scotland considers introducing standardised terminology for use by ACR staff 
when instructing officers not to undertake vehicle pursuits. 
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4. Police Scotland reminds officers of the policy regarding affiliating police vehicles to the 
command and control system and highlights the requirement/importance of having 
vehicle airwave terminals switched on when vehicles are in use.   
    

 
  
 

 
         


