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REPORT – Police Discharge of Firearms 

 

About 1925 hours on 19 April 2017 officers of Police Scotland discharged two shotgun tyre deflation 
rounds (TDRs) into the tyres of a car at Thorndene Avenue, Carfin, Motherwell.  At the time, officers 
of Police Scotland were investigating a number of firearms incidents which they believed were linked 
to an ongoing feud.  Observations confirmed that a suspect, believed to be involved in the feud, was 
in this car accompanied by two other men.  Police Scotland had received intelligence that the suspect 
intended to carry out an act of serious violence that day. 
 
When police officers attempted to stop the car they state that the driver reversed into a police vehicle 
in an attempt to evade arrest.  Police firearms officers then discharged TDRs to immobilise the car 
and prevent the occupants escaping.  Police removed three occupants from the car including the 
suspect who was seated in the front passenger seat. 
 
The suspect was detained for attempted murder and firearms offences and the other passenger for 

possession of a controlled drug.  The driver of the car was reported to the Procurator Fiscal for 

driving offences.  

 
In terms of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 and the Police Investigations & Review 
Commissioner (Investigations Procedure, Serious Incidents and Specified Weapons) Regulations 
2013, all incidents of Police Scotland’s use of firearms must be referred to the Police Investigations 
and Review Commissioner (PIRC) for independent assessment. 
 
The PIRC investigation found that the suspect had a history of violence and was also known to use 

firearms.   

 

The Police Investigations and Review Commissioner concluded that: 

 

 There was clear information available to the police that the suspect had a history of violence, 
had access to firearms and posed a high risk to the public and the police.  
 

 The suspect’s DNA profile had previously been identified on a firearm recovered from a car 
involved in the ongoing police investigation.   
 

 There was intelligence to suggest that the suspect was planning to carry out an act of serious 
violence that day.  
 

 When the vehicle in which the suspect was travelling was used to ram the police vehicle in an 
attempt to escape arrest, the use of Tyre Deflation Rounds (TDRs) was wholly justified in the 
circumstances:  a necessary and proportionate tactic, which enabled the police to maximise 
the safety of the public and officers. 
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