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DISCHARGE OF A TASER IN ALLOA ON 31 MARCH 2015 

 
On 31 March 2015, officers of Police Scotland discharged a conducted energy device (commonly 
known as a ‘taser’) at a 24 year old man in his home in Alloa. Officers had been called after the man 
had been seen chasing people in the street with an axe. 
 
The officers who initially attended at the man’s home were informed by him through the closed door of 
his flat that he would shoot them if they tried to enter. Several attempts by police negotiators and 
family members to persuade him to allow police into the flat failed. When the man presented and fired 
a long-barrelled weapon, armed officers were authorised to deploy to the incident. 
 
Following concerns regarding the man’s health, armed officers entered the address and attempted to 
communicate with him. He approached the officers carrying a weightlifting weight above his head. 
One officer discharged his taser and incapacitated the man enabling officers to detain him. He 
suffered no injuries as a result of the discharge and was later charged with breach of the peace, 
culpable and reckless conduct and reckless discharge of a firearm. 
 
In terms of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 and the Police Investigations & Review 
Commissioner (Investigations Procedure, Serious Incidents and Specified Weapons) Regulations 
2013, all incidents of Police Scotland’s use of firearms, including tasers must be referred to the Police 
Investigations and Review Commissioner (PIRC) for independent investigation. 
 
Summary of Conclusions 
 
Following investigation the Police Investigations &Review Commissioner concluded that: 
 

 Use of the taser by the police officer was proportionate and justified. It allowed the police to safely 
control and disarm the man and ensure that he did not seriously injure either himself, members of 
the public or the officers. In the circumstances there was no less forceful method to resolve this 
incident safely. 

 Armed officers, including operational and tactical commanders, managed the incident 
professionally. 

 
PIRC investigators examined statements from officers and from various members of the public who 
had witnessed the events leading up to, and immediately prior to the two armed officers entering the 
man’s home. They also examined Airwave radio messages and telephony, taser download, and 
police records. 


